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Our next club meeting is: 

Cancelled 

Featured: 
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a “Phoenix”,  
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once! 

Keep safe and keep distance. 
Check our website for updates about 

the field (Currently Closed) and 
activities. 
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April Club Meeting Summary 

Message from the President, 

 Despite the strange times we now live in, I hope you are all staying well and keeping safe and sane.  

One may wonder, however, what place does a hobby like ours have in a world turned inside-out with recent 

events?   My answer may surprise you but having a hobby that has aspects that you can still enjoy while in 

isolation or at home is a godsend and a welcome respite and distraction from the non-stop media 

bombardment of uncertainty and stressful news.  Now is the ideal time to give a go at making some repairs if 

you are not as experienced or improvements or starting that project that you may have put off for so long.  

Now is as good a time as any to try your hand at building and learning some new skills to get more out of 

what this hobby can offer.  Now is equally a good time to dust off that flight sim or upgrade it or to learn 

something different (and too scary to try for real).  Now is also as good a time as any to refamiliarize yourself 

with your radio setup and programming when you can take your time to try different options safely and 

understand the ‘logic’ behind the radio manufacturer settings, defaults and menus.  Yes, I miss heading out 

to the field for some stick time and flying with my friends or just socializing but when these restrictions are 

eased, as they surely must eventually, I have no doubt that we will be back and better than ever.  All the 

more to appreciate what we will have when you have experienced what it is like to suddenly not have it. 

 There is so much to this hobby and related areas that there is virtually no end of things that you can 

learn that can lead to new paths.   Ever thought it would be nice to be able to print a part?  What about 

replacing parts that are no longer available and can’t be repaired?  3-D printing has never before been as 

available, and cheap enough to do at home, for some decent parts.  How about learning some machining 

skills to be able to make repairs or custom parts?  How about learning to solder, braze or weld?  How about 

learning to spray or apply and prep for paint or use an airbrush?  How about learning basic electronics or 

pneumatics or hydraulics?   How about beefing up some woodworking skills and building some fixtures and 

tooling for that tricky build or improved storage to prevent hangar rash?  How about vacuum forming or 

fiberglassing and vacuum-bagging techniques?  What about upgrading your computer skills?  Maybe a CAD 

program for use with your next design?  Having designs in digital form opens up options in using 3-D printing, 

NC routing or contour milling and laser cutting.  Want to automate or sequence those servos?  Options 

abound with Arduino, Raspberry Pi, PIC controllers or the super-simple spreadsheet-based Maestro series of 

tiny USB programmable servo controllers from Polulu.  The list only grows! 

 In all things, take the time to make basic safety checks and procedures.  Test initial motor and speed 

control setups with the propeller not installed.  Never add spacers to propeller and spinner mounting, 

especially on 4-strokes.  Always torque to specifications and replace any fasteners that have worn heads or 

threads or locking features and cannot be tightened properly.  Use suitable thread-locking compound on all 

Editors Note: As all public events have been curtailed and our April (and May) meeting cancelled, our 

President, Denis Loo decided to submit a message in the now only “socially acceptable” method of 

addressing members (until we have some ability to do a Zoom or such virtual meeting). This way he does not 

have to listen to the jeers from the disgruntled masses ( but then he also misses the cheers of adoration!).  
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...continued 

metal fasteners but make sure the fasteners are free of oil or some other contaminants.  Use Goop or 

something similar to add vibration resistance to fasteners installed in plastic parts (just make sure it is 

materially compatible to the plastic).  Always charge Li-Po batteries in a fireproof or non-flammable area and 

inspect them regularly for any physical signs of damage and wear.  Keeping a battery log can be helpful in 

tracking useful life.  Checklists for critical tasks can be a handy way to ensure you don’t take short-cuts or 

miss anything.  Store all flammables (chemicals and paints) in a safe manner and away from any sources of 

heat.  Add features to any knives that have round handles (i.e. famous X-Acto Series #1) so they cannot roll 

away with a cheap and simple add-on like an eraser tip.  Always use only sharp blades to minimize the forces 

involved.   Wear suitable breathing, eye protection and hand protection and work in well ventilated areas 

whenever possible.  Take breaks to avoid fatigue and never rush a job.  Be wary of fumes from adhesives (i.e. 

CA), soldering, brazing, solvents, resins, paints and anything that outgasses.  Safety is cheap compared to the 

consequences of neglecting it! 

 If you have any handy tips, ideas or stories please don’t hesitate to send them to our editor for 

consideration to include in our next newsletter.  We are always looking for content that is relevant to you! 

 As always, this is your club and we all benefit from what we put into it and enable together.  We hope 

for a timely return to normality, but in the meantime I hope this hobby, and the many various things it can 

ensue, can still be a comfort to you during these times of difficulty.  Stay well and keep safe and we will see 

your soon again.  Now, if only this crazy wind this year would also let up, we would really be back in the 

saddle! 

Denis 

I am converting some old slides to digital during this 

time of confinement and these 40 year old images from 

a Mall display at Square One in Mississauga in April of 

1980 brought back some memories. I was a member of 

the MMFC around that time. Editor 
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By Percy Ford-Smith 

And this interesting short video link from Percy about WWII full scale planes from scratch... 
 
Ian Baron is a retired millwright who has an interesting hobby of building full-size replicas of WWII planes out of above-
ground swimming pools. He uses recycled parts to build his planes from scratch and the results are amazing! (He lives 
in Bowmanville and worked at the hydro plant.) https://biggeekdad.com/2020/04/building-wwii-aircraft/ 

 It was about fourteen years ago, that I decided to build a SE5a in kit form. Some people said that with a 

biplane, "by the time you assemble it, you forgot why you came to the flying field". The building  went well 

and the plane flew beautifully, very aerobatic and quite forgiving. Some years later while flying at our South 

Field, I happened to try inverted 

flight with disastrous results. 

Getting lower and lower, I 

pulled back on the stick and 

drove it into the ground. This 

resulted in having to rebuild the 

two wings, the cowl and the 

cabane struts and landing gear. 

Over the next few years I 

managed to rack over 400 

flights and got to show it off 

while visiting many other club 

events. 

 On Feb 24th of this year, it was a perfect chance to get out for the first flight of the year. It was plus 

nine degrees and no wind. I got to the field and assembled the plane.  A gentleman came by and introduced 

himself as the son-in-law of the former farmer that used to cut our grass. He went on to say that  they used 

to cut grass all along the roadway for numerous customers and it would take 40 hours per week to complete 

the job.  

 I started up the motor on the SE5a, taxied around some patches of ice and took off. The plane flew 

perfectly and I was able to put on a twelve minute show for the visitor. I was going to go home since no other 

flyers were there, but decided to go for another flight . Once again it flew magnificently.  As I was coming in 

on final, I lost orientation partly because it became cloudy and partly because the plane is in camouflage 

colours . Regardless, down it came. I was devastated. 

 Today I'm almost finished replacing the 2 wings and looking forward to getting the cabane struts made 

and replaced in the fuselage. Luckily I was able to stockpile the necessary balsa, spruce, plywood and 

covering before this virus struck. By the time the air clears, the SE5a will fly again. 

Taken in September 2019, sometime after the 1st resurrection, while still in it’s full glory! 

https://biggeekdad.com/2020/04/building-wwii-aircraft/
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For your enjoyment 
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OMFC Meeting Dates for 2020 

 Date     Agenda 

May. 4 (Monday)  Cancelled 
Oct. 5 (Monday)  TBD 
Nov. 2 (Monday)  AGM - TBD 
Dec. 7 (Monday)  TBD 

OMFC 2020 Executive 

President:    Denis Loo   president@omfc.org 

Vice-President:   Harvey Slaght 

Past President:   Terry Sears  

Field Manager:   Bill Funnell 

Social  Director:   Rick Wilson 

Fliteline Editor:   Steve Goldring  flitelineeditor@omfc.org 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Steve Goldring  sec-treas@omfc.org 

     20 Mineola Road E., U32 
     Mississauga, Ont.  L5G 4N9  
     Telephone:  416-346-0401 
      

Chief Flying Instructor:  Ron Birchall  cfi@omfc.org  905-632-6538 

Webmaster:   Bert Armstrong  bert@virtuhost.com 

Municipalities Liaison:  Mike McDermott 

OMFC Event Dates for 2020 

Date      Event        Event Contact 

May 12 (Tuesday)  Flight School - Cancelled  (OMFC Field) Ron Birchall 
Jun. 13 (Saturday)  Street Display - Cancelled  (Milton)  Bill Funnell 
Jun. 21 (Sunday)  Air Show - Cancelled   (OMFC Field) Exec. 
Jul. 25/26 (Sat/Sunday) Prec. Aero. Contest - TBD  (OMFC Field) Paul Brine 
Aug. 15 (Saturday)  Electric Fun Fly - TBD   (OMFC Field) Denis Loo 
Aug. 29 (Saturday)  Family Fun Fly - TBD   (OMFC Field) Aldo Agostini 
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