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Our next club meeting is: 

To take place Virtually 
April 5, 7:30 p.m. 

Featured: 
Remembering Bert 

Keep safe and keep distance. 
Reminder of latest rules for gatherings 

outside is now at 25. 

We lost  Bert Armstrong on Sunday Feb. 21, 2021 - He will be missed. A long time member of the club and 

our Webmaster for years - He shared his love of model airplanes with that of his passion for photography 

and often combined the two as he always had his camera with him at the field.  

Photo: Gerard Baron Photo: Bert Armstrong 

http://www.omfc.org/
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Bert Armstrong - Remembered 

  

Whether helping with the Club Demo Day, or at a pattern contest, Bert was always there with a smile and a hand. 

Bert was enthusiastic about the Pattern 

Competitions and often placed well. 

He participated as a contestant, organizer 

and judge along side Jim Eichenberg. 

You left us with so many 

good memories - may 

you fly high with Jim as 

you look upon those 

who counted 

themselves lucky to 

have you as a friend . 

Thanks to those that 

provided photos. 

Editor 

My deep condolences to Bert’s family. 
He  was always present at our club 
events and everyone recognized him 
as a good friend helping us in 
keepping our club as a family. We are 
going to miss you - Luis Peral 

Bert was an inspiration and he will 
be greatly missed. 

Percy  Ford-Smith 
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...continued 

So many club members relied on Bert's experience to clear up their 
internet shortcomings, and he invariably had interesting stories to 
relate when he was able to join us at the flying site. Bert will be 
remembered as a pleasant and enthusiastic member of our club - 
Dave Slote 

Bert’s other love was photography and he was indeed very 

talented and had diverse subjects. Of course he captured many 

a club event, but he also attended many special events with 

full size aircraft as well as photography clubs and outings. 

Link to some of his photos on Instagram. 

https://www.instagram.com/ae_armstrong/ 

I have a heavy heart myself today. There are a couple of people that I 
remember from when I joined our beloved club that meant a 
lot.  People make such an impact in our lives and more then we think 
is possible really, and it all adds up. Bert, with his down to earth 
nature and always approachable, is the definition of what an 
organization is for, and what it is all about and why it is there in the 
first place.   I always appreciated any conversations with Bert and can 
only reflect on his flawless sense of dignity and respect he presented 
and bestowed to others. The club will miss him, I will miss Bert. My big 
condolences to his family - Adam Foreman 

Bert’s talents in landscape photography were exceptional 

as was his technical know-how in achieving them. 

https://www.instagram.com/ae_armstrong/
https://www.instagram.com/ae_armstrong/
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Club meeting Summaries 

 I delayed the February issue of the Fliteline due to Bert’s passing so I could include a tribute to him, so 
this issue combines it and March. As such there are two meetings to report about. 

 Feb.1 Meeting - The virtual meeting had 23 members in attendance and the changes in our By-laws/
Standing Resolutions that were noted in the Dec20/Jan21 Fliteline were presented for voting. All changes were 
passed by the members present so those have now been incorporated in the latest version of the Club 
Constitution documents, available on the website. The main change was the addition of the “Social member” 
and the deleting of the member late fee reference. 

 The “Quarter Century Member” recognition process was again mentioned. Members who believe they 
have achieved either 25 years continuous, or in total over a greater period, should contact the club via the 
Secretary/Treasurer so that a list can be made up. (Thanks to those that have already done so) This process will 
take a bit of time and then we will get all the plaques mounted and engraved together and at some future time 
present them to those members that have achieved this momentous milestone! 

 Membership fees were discussed, with a 
suggestion that perhaps the fees could be reduced, 
others saying they should remain, but after further 
review at the following executive meeting, it was felt 
that they will stay as is for now. We have falling 
enrollment so we will monitor it in the coming months 
and revisit the topic if needed. 

 Mar.1 Meeting - The virtual meeting had 18 
members in attendance and was only a week since 
Bert’s passing so it was on the top of everyone’s mind. 

 Everyone agreed that the club should do 
something in recognition of all the years Bert hosted and maintained our website, not to mention the IT help he 
gave to many members - so much like him in giving and expecting nothing in return. The members authorized 
the executive to determine that recognition. It was noted that he also gave of his time for many of the club 
functions over the many years he was a member and also served on the executive for much of that time in his 
capacity as webmaster. 

 As Bert was hosting the club website and mail, there was going to need to be a change, and the executive 
acted proactively to undertake to transition as soon as possible the hosting of same. There will be regular fees 
for hosting this site, but it is hoped that members will be able to help maintain it as it runs on WordPress. This 
has been done and the new site is up and running with more work to add all the features that we had prior. This 
site is mobile friendly as well so take a bit of time and check it out and give your suggestions. The newsletter 
section requires the most work to recreate, so it is a work in progress. A buy and sell section is hoped to be 
added as well.  

Bert was not only just a club member and fellow hobbyist but also my friend.  I remember 
at one of our pattern contests, Bert said, "I am the least competitive person I know!".  I 
remember, I was a bit taken aback by his declaration, which was received by those within 
earshot with humor.  What I have come to realize is that what he meant was that he was 
not so much concerned about how he placed in the contest but rather took more 
importance and satisfaction from helping his friends and enjoying the event as a social 
outing.  That it was an opportunity to employ his photography skills was also a welcome 
diversion.  Bert was like that, self-deprecating, cheerful, putting others first and happy to 
help.  He will be missed.  He helped make the club better and never asked for anything in 
return.  One journey ends, another begins.  May the winds be favorable and the weather be 
fair on your travels - Denis Loo 
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Items of  interest 

 NOTE:  Brian Anderson, our CFI appointed recently by the executive to replace Ron Birchall from last 

year, indicated he would be stepping aside if someone else could be found to take his place. At our last 

executive meeting Aldo Agostini offered to take his place if Brian would still help him out as he learned the 

position, one of the most important we have in the club, as the CFI is responsible for ensuring that anyone 

given a “Pilot” designation is able to fly safely and competently. He has taken over the position effective 

immediately and any emails sent to the cfi@omfc.org address will reach him. You will still see Brian around, 

but more in a supportive position (but that does not mean you don’t still have to pay attention to the wise 

guy!) 

 Another submission from our friend across the pond: The Ideal Glider Tug 

We have had a few noise complaints at our club, so I have done a few mods to my tug to see if I can get it a 
bit quieter. Tug is a "Greenley" powered by a Zenoah 62., and fitted with a tuned pipe. Originally fitted with a 
24 x 8 Menz prop, I replaced this with 
a pair of 21 x 8 Aerostar Gas Series 
props from HK. This made a 
considerable difference to the noise, 
and although the static thrust was 
slightly down, it seems better in the 
air.  As an aside the Menz prop costs 
about£ 35.00, the pair of HK props 
cost about £ 25.00, and an actual 4 
blade prop would cost over £ 70.00. 

I made an adaptor tube to fit on 
the carb, with holes drilled in it, 
and fitted an old baked bean 
can on the end, filled with open 
cell foam. Although we are told 
that the air going into the carb 
makes 30% of the noise, I am 
not convinced of this, 
and  testing is difficult. However 
every little bit helps. Finally I 
made up an exhaust extension 
pipe, again difficult to know if 
this makes a difference. 

We tried it at the club the other 
day, and one of our members 
went down into the local village (1.5 Miles away). He said that he could not 
hear it until we were over 500ft AGL, then he could hear it up to the 1000ft 
that we tow to. Everyone at the club said it sounded much quieter. One thing 
that was suggested, was that I turn the exhaust pipe 180 degrees so that it is 
pointing up instead of down.  We will try that next time out.       Continued…. 
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Continued from page 5 

While we were there Chris Williams flew his new 1/4 scale 
Slingsby Dart for the first time, and also his slightly older Scheibe 
Zugvogel IIIa, all flights successful. 

Some years back I had a discussion with Frank Pilih about what 
the "Ideal" glider tug would be. Well, I think the Greenley is as 
good as it gets. 

Plans are available here, variations for engines from 62cc up to 
over 110cc.. 

http://www.ghostsquadron.co.uk/tug_index.html 

Best Regards - Barry Cole, Hampshire, UK 

Some links to products and places of interest. 

From They have lots of interesting supplies and products 

 New Stuff / Laminating Films (alofthobbies.com)  

 

The Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre in Sault Ste Marie 

CBHC (bushplane.com)  

Model display of bush planes built by Dan Tulloch at the Museum 

This link plays a video of a walk around the display (may not work 

in all browsers - if not you can download and play in a video 

player) 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1K8nM_8pGM3oVH9ajed1oI7NUsAGdLuDw/view 

http://www.ghostsquadron.co.uk/tug_index.html
https://alofthobbies.com/new-stuff-laminating-films.html
https://www.bushplane.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8nM_8pGM3oVH9ajed1oI7NUsAGdLuDw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8nM_8pGM3oVH9ajed1oI7NUsAGdLuDw/view


OMFC  Fliteline - Page 7 

OMFC Meeting Dates for 2021 

 Date     Agenda 

Apr. 5 (Monday)  Virtual 
May. 3 (Monday)  Virtual 

OMFC 2021 Executive 

President:    Denis Loo   president@omfc.org 

Vice-President:   Rick Wilson 

Past President:   Terry Sears  

Field Manager:   Harvey Slaght 

Social  Director:   Aldo Agostini 

Fliteline Editor:   Steve Goldring  flitelineeditor@omfc.org 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Steve Goldring  sec-treas@omfc.org 

     20 Mineola Road E., U32 
     Mississauga, Ont.  L5G 4N9  
     Telephone:  416-346-0401 
      

Chief Flying Instructor:  Aldo Agostini  cfi@omfc.org   

Webmaster:   Vacant   webmaster@omfc.org 

Municipalities Liaison:  Mike McDermott 

OMFC Event Dates for 2021 

Date      Event        Event Contact 

Mar ?? (Sunday)  Swap Meet - TBD   (??  ) TBD 
May ?? (Tuesday)  Flight School - TBD   (OMFC Field) TBD 
Jun. ?? (Saturday)  Street Display - TBD   (Milton)  TBD 
Jun. ?? (Sunday)  Air Show - TBD    (OMFC Field) Exec. 
Jul.  ?? (Sat/Sunday) Prec. Aero. Contest - TBD  (OMFC Field) TBD 
Aug. ?? (Saturday)  Electric Fun Fly - TBD   (OMFC Field) TBD 
Aug. ?? (Saturday)  Family Fun Fly - TBD   (OMFC Field) TBD 
 

mailto:president@omfc.org
mailto:president@omfc.org
mailto:flitelineeditor@omfc.org
mailto:sec-treas@omfc.org
mailto:cfi@omfc.org
mailto:webmaster@omfc.org

